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Profileand condrantsof orangegrowersinadoption
of soil testing techniquesinAmravati district

Bl YOGITA WANKHEDE, N.M. KALE, P.P. BHOPLE AND N.P. JANGWAD

SUMMARY : The research study was conducted in Warud and Morshi talukas of Amravati district
(Vidarbha region) of Maharashtra with exploratory design of the social research during 2015-16.
Muultistage sampling method was used for the study. Total 100 orange orchards owner having productive
orange treeswere the respondents for the study. The study reveal ed that 58.00 per cent orange growers
have tested their orchard soil. Mgjority of orange growers had area under orange orchards upto 2.00
ha. Mgjority 67.00 per cent respondents have not availed the employment guarantee scheme of
government for plantation of orange orchard; they have planted the orchard by spending their own
money. Majority of respondents have to travel distance between 51 to 100 km from their villages to
reach at soil testing laboratory. Maximum 63.00 per cent of orange growers have used drip asamethod
of irrigation. Exactly half (50.00%) of the respondents kept medium level of extension contact with
extension agencies for seeking information. Magjority (87.00%) orange orchards affected by dieback
disease, majority of respondents have used the State department soil testing laboratories as soil
testing agency for testing of orchardssoil. Morethan half (57.00%) orange growers faced the constraints
of lack of knowledge about soil testing and 47.00 per cent orange growersfaced the constraints of lack
of technical skill about soil testing technique, astechnical constraints. Asregard to situational constraints,
73.00 per cent respondents faced problem of delay in soil test report. It could be concluded that the
analysis of these constraintswould call for the attention of the administrators of Government, Department
of Agriculture of Maharashtra and other concerned departments for planning systematic efforts to
encountered these constraints will go long way for the Development of Agriculture in general and
Horticulturein particular.
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